CALL FORl(:P CHECK IN
PRIVATE HC?SPITALS

A SENIOR QUEENSLAND |
SURGEON AND IMMEDIATE EaST
CHAIRMAN OF THE QUEENSLAND
SYATE COMMITTEE OF THE
ROYAL AUSTRALASIAN COLLEGE
OF SURGEONS, DR HUGH!
BARTHOLOMEUSZ HAS GALLED
ON GPS PERFORMING SURGICAL
PROCEDURES N PRIVATE
HOBPITALS AND DAY SURGEIUES
TO GHECK THAT THEIR SURCICAL
QUAUIFICATIONS ARE VALID.

r Hugh Bartholomeusz tcid
DPrivate Hoanital he boievas

there are “quile a numbe:
currently working in the privite
sector that shouldn't be doing so.

“They're clairing a gualifidation
cafled a Fellow of the Australian
Caliego of Cosmetic Surgery or
FACCS, this is a feltowship that
doesn't have any bon fides with the
Ausiralian Medical Courncil,

“The only surgical qualification! in
Australla thet is recognised iz 2
Fellow of the Royal Austratas an
College of Surgaans or FﬂAt[S"
gatholomeusz sad..

Ha zairt the practice ig md;a,
spread.

“In Queensland #'s acrogs tht.
board, in some private ha.spsts!..,
mainty the smaller private halépl alg

Hugh Bartholomesusz

and how that there are 5o many Day
Surgeries as well, it's in Day
Surgsaries as well" he said,

Dr Bartholomeusz said the Collage
siror gly supports Stare Governmant
miovas that require private hospitals
or dey sumeries 10 have a qualified
Surgoon sit on their Accreditation
Committee or to consult the College
of Surgeens betore a GP is ; given
sugicat prviieges.

However he now wanis the
Quecnsiand Govemment in
retrospectively look al the
cradentials of doctors performing

surgery in private nospitais and day.

surgaries to make surc they are
suitaibly qualified.

Dr Bartholameusz sad while some
GPs ‘are aware they are not suitably
qualitied to perform surgery, others
rrugh’ not be.

“Trere is an open and lrangparent
process ta! the College of
Surgnons has for acorediting
peaple’s credentials,

“As far as the Coliege is
conciarnad, they can be ssrutinised
by tha College through this process,
and i the college feels are thay
appropriately gualited, they will
grant them an FRACS™ Or
Barthiolomeusz said.

The, Chief Executive Officer of

Leith Mchdlian

Montserrzt Day Hospitals, Leith
McMillan said the Queensiand
Government is right to check the
gualifications of general practitioners
to perform surgical procedures in
private bospitala and day surgeries,

“The move is 10 ensure that
standards ar2 gong to be pul m
place, it may be a reactior fo the
Patgl case, at Bundabery Hospial,
bul an gver reaction, no.

‘I think there have bern quite a
number ol outcomes that have been
identifies) where thore has bean
reassn to create a safer health
system and » mors gavernsd heaith
systern, i's slow to happen but
thers are systemns bewdig put in place.

“We've certzinly seen that through
legislation with Queensland health
and the private hozpitals and the
Eystems in our sector are water
tight™ Ms McMidan said

She also rejected suggastions by
Dr Batholomeusz that other goneral
practiioners arc working in the
private sector without the necessary
qualificationrs.

"Wa are being inspacted all of the
nme, a0 1 don't see from a private
perspeclive how that could happen”
she said.

ustralia has en!bre(; in'a a reciprocal heakh
agreement with Befgmm (bagmmng in 2008},
allawing each natich's citizens to use the
other's public heaith facdr;ves while traveki 'ng or
staying for a short period | i he ather cou "m'y
Australit has reciprocaf rga eemonts with the

cover,

United Kingdom, Mew Zealand, Irofand, ftaly, Malta,
the Notherlands, Swaden, Norway and Fraland.
Discussiony are taking place with other couairies.
Abaut 2.5 million travellors batween Austraka and
these cauntrles aach year now have public heaith
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